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Sepahan’s
Foreign Heads

FromRajkovtoMorais; AReviewof
Sepahan F.C. Foreign Managers

Translated By: Since the beginning of its activity, Sepahan F.C. has had several foreign coaches, and once
more, a foreign coach has been chosen to prepare the Isfahani team for the 22nd Persian Gulf
Pro League. So, the appointment of José Morais as the head coach of Sepahanis a good excuse

to have a brief review of the club’s foreign managers during various seasons of the league.

V=7

Zdravko Rajkov (Yugoslavia)

nder the coaching of Rajkov, Esteghlal

F.C.wonthe AFC Champions League,
and he gained much popularity in Iran
football. Rajkov then became the first foreign
head coachof SepahanF.C., taking up the
postin1976. But, in contrast to his successful
experiencein Tehran, the performance of
his Isfahaniteam was not so favourable and
lasted nolongerthanone year.

Stanko Poklepovi¢ (Croatia)

tanko had severalyears of experiencein

Iran, when he took charge of Sepahan
F.C., and the directors of the club chose
him because of his previous performance.
But, finishing the seasonin ninth place was
not a satisfactory outcome andresultedin
termination of the cooperation. However,
anumber of experts believe Stanko’srolein
the development of the golden generation
of Sepahanplayersshouldn’tbe overlooked.

Edson Tavares (Brazil)

he Brazilian coach’sfirstexperience with

SepahanF.C. wasduring the fifth Persian
Gulf Pro League, and although Tavares and
Sepahandidn’tsucceedingetting the league
trophy, butthey reached the finalinthe Iran
Hazfi Cup. Before his appointment as the
head coach of Sepahan, Tavares coached
the Vietham national footballteam and,
afterhisdeparture fromlran, joined the Haiti
national footballteam.

Luka Bonacic¢ (Croatia)

nderthe coaching of Luka, SepahanF.C.

won the Iran Hazfi Cup for the first time
and achieved its second championship one
year later. Yet, the peak of Luka’s careerin
Iranwaswhen Sepahan reached the AFC
Champions League finaland wentonto play
inthe FIFA Club World Cup. Sometime later,
Lukatookcharge of Sepahanonce more, but
the happy experiences of the past couldn'tbe
repeated.

Jorvan Vieira (Brazil)

he Brazilian coach won the AFC Asian

Cup withthe Irag nationalfootballteam,
and thissuccess made hisappearancein
Sepahan F.C. seem like a special event.
But, during his time as the head coach of
Sepahan, Vieira couldntuse his technical skills
totheadvantage of theteam, and, asaresult,
Sepahandidn’tachieve much successinthe
Persian Gulf Pro League or the Iran HazfiCup.

Engin Firat (Germany)

he German-Turkish coach worked as

an assistant to AliDaeiin Saipa F.C.,
when the team achieved championship,
and the directors of Sepahan F.C., who
overestimated hisroleinthe success of Saipa,
risked choosing him as the new head coach
of their team for the eighth league. But, his
periodin Sepahanlasted noteven ahalf-
seasonand Firatwas dismissed after just 11
matches.

Zlatko Kranjcar (Croatia)

fter a short period of coaching in

Persepolis F.C., Kranj¢ar moved to
Isfahan and later left the city’s football with
good memories. Under the coaching of
Kranjcar, SepahanF.C. wonthe T1th Persian
GulfPro League. Winning the Iran Hazfi Cup
wasthe second achievementof Kranjéar with
Sepahan, but his third season of cooperation
withthe feamwas not successful, and he was
replaced with a new coach.

Igor Stimac (Croatia)

he Croatian coach came to Iran to

negotiate with the directors of Esteghlal
F.C., butitfailed, and he chose fo move to
Isfahan, where he took charge of Sepahanfor
the 15th Persian Gulf Pro League. However,
Stimac was the head coach of the team for
only Tlweeks, collecting noteven Tl pointsfrom
the tfotalmatchesplayed. Underthe coaching
of Stimac, Sepahanalso logged its weakest
performanceinthe AFC ChampionsLeague.

José Morais (Portugal)

epahan F.C. isn't unfamiliar with the

Portuguese, and Miguel Teixeira worked
there as acoach for several consecutive
years. But, Moraisis officially known as the
first Portuguese head coach of Sepahan.
He has previously won the championshipin
theleaguesof SaudiArabia and South Korea
andis specifically famous for working asan
assistantto José Mourinho in RealMadrid,
Chelsea, and Inter Milan.
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