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" O — BEMARRS ON TIHE SURVEY

Hwtre s ko tham the mames of the sireets in which they are
Mesated. Usually the street @ known aficr the aame of the
smwsngue, the lilsrary ar any otbher relevana instisution locared
there.

(ap € hatiecue wsnsl, Ahie bidtves ol preople; the sikes of bouks xnd
poerwativals amil ihe names of plaoes are 1rnsacribed wsing the
pampam dranscripaion system. The prmype transoripgions of names

wl ks, Cilics, vimintics, prowinces, regions and geographical
s have heen taken xs far as possible Erom the official At
of the Pesple's Hepublss of Ching, Beijing, 19809

Now thim the survey i complese we are glad thas this small step bas
been taken 1o shed soane lighr on the Field of Bsfamic manascripes in
Cihana whech has long remaancd unknown. At this stage, owing to
the difficubiics mentionod above, no mene could be done. Howewer,
wr hrspe that this samall comtrebtion will preparc the ground far far-
ther rescarch and sudy i this importang Feld. We hepe alwe thar
i the Furiine, wills the helg of the amtharities anl seseanch and cul-

el wistibines in § Sima, & mere accarate and den b investigation

ol aLaansi i wrtam e rapis < be cantied out. Wie rrind ihat the time will
womme when the autborities i charge of collectioss of [slamic mane-
pabdic archives will understand ihe weed 100 prepane
d catabogues af therr collections, aml will be incined 1o

nnake

Wihen wr: were comta ted Iy Al-Furgin Islamic Heritage Founda-
tsits dis unbertake the sk of investigating the collections of Tstamic
manusoripes it China, we hesitated bo accept this request, because
ol the spes sl circunestances i China amd the difficulties imvobved in
this umdertaking. Our acceprance and completion of the task is
langely due b the encouragement and support of Dr Hadi Sharifi,
and we dhould fike 10 expeess our gratitude to him amd to the Foan-

chaibon
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Beijing, Septembes 1993
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